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so that I had an opportunity of observing the lift* at (lastcin.

The most notable personality among the visitors \v;is the
Empress Elizabeth, who was also doing a euro ; she often
visited my grandfather, in order to have long talks with him.
Besides numerous members of the Austro-llungarian nobility,
there were many North Germans present, among them Prince
and Princess Bismarck, Count Herbert Bismarck, <i OIK TJX!
Count Waldersee, our Ambassador in Vienna Prince Kiniss,
the Military Attach^, Count Weclcl, Minister of State von
Boetticher and his wife, the old Count of Polma-Schlobitlon
with his son Richard, and others. My grandfather's two
Chiefs of Cabinet, his body physician, the ClrieC aides-<le-r.;imp
Lehndorff and RadziwiU, and the Marsha! of the Court
Perponcher were, of course, present. At mid-day, and in the
evening a few German and foreign guests were, always invited
to my grandfather's table, and with these he converged in the
most amiable fashion and quite without any restraint of
ceremony. Every afternoon 1 accompanied the gnttleruen
of his suite to a little country inn called " Znr sehwarzen
Lies!," which lay above Gastein, where we played skittles,

The Emperor Francis Joseph, who came accompanied by
his Master of theCeremoni.es and A.D.C, Prince Constantino
Hohenlohe, arrived at midday on 8th August, and was received
by all of us; the mutual greeting of the two Sovereigns was
exceedingly hearty. Count Kalnoky, the Austro-llungarian
Minister of Foreign Affairs, with his secretary, Count Aehronthnl,
arrived in the evening. During this and the following day the
Monarchs and their responsible Ministers were occupied with
political discussions, which were concerned above till with the
threatening situation created by the revolt in Rttmdia, To
the best of my knowledge, Bismarck tried at Gastein to bind
Austria-Hungary more closely and firmly to Germany, both
economically and from the military point of view, but in any
case he did not succeed in doing so. Since the Prince, after
the Russian disillusionment at the Congress of Berlin and the
rising of the tide of Pan-Slavism in Russia, had always been
haunted by the fear of a Franco-Russian alliance,, while, as I
assume, his plans with regard to Austria-Hungary had now